HISTORICAL TOUR OF TERRE HAUTE & VIGO COUNTY 
by Dorothy J. Clark 


There used to be a favorite expression, "You can't 
get there from here,” and all routing directions had. to 
start at the County Court House. So, this tour begins 
at the Vigo County Court House. To get in the proper 
mood, try to be there on the hour (any hour) to hear the 
Colonel Vigo bell in the Court House tower strike. This 
so-called Liberty Bell of the Northwest Territory was a 
gift from Col. Francis Vigo for whom the county was nemed. 

Drive north on Second street from the Court House. 
Here, in the low level, was one of the turning basins for 
the old Wabash & Erie Canal of the 1850's. 

Turn left at Chestnut street to First street, then 
north to Sycamore street, and on your left enter the park. 
ing lot of the former Americen Can Company. You are now 
on the site of the Old Indian Orchard Burying Ground where 
many of Terre Haute's first citizens were buried, here on 
the banks of the Wabash river. The unmarked grave of a 
Revolutionary soldier is in this graveyard. 

Go east on Sycamore street to Third street. Turn 
left (north) on Third street to Locust street, the former 
site of Sibleytown. On the southwest corner is the little 
brick Sibley School House (now plastered over with cone 
crete), which was built in 1851, 

Continue north on Third street to Woodlawn Cemetery, 
laid out in 1839, the oldest city cemetery. Veterans of 
ALL the wars - the American Revolution, the War of 1812, 
Mexican War, Civil War, the Spanish-American War, World 
War I and II, and the Korean Conflict - are buried here, 

Drive in, turn left to the Circle, and see the monu- 
ment erected to the memory of the Confederate soldiers who 
died here while being held prisoner during the Civil War. 

Leaving Woodlawn Cemetery, turn north on Third street. 
Just beyond the Maple Avenue intersection, notice the high- 
way marker at the site of Civil War training camp - Camp 


Vigo. This was also used earlier as the fairgrounds and 
for horse racine eventa. 
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At the Fort Harrison Road intersection notice the 
highway marker, and turn left (west) a short distance and 
enter the grounds of the Elk's Country Club, the site of 
old Fort Harrison built in 1811. On the west side of the 
present clubhouse is a large marker ereoted in 1912 come 
memorating the 100th anniversary of the famous battle with 
the Indians. 

While here, look south down the river and try to ima 
gine the arrival of the flat boats of the pioneers with 
their families and all their belongings. Here, too, you 
can see the old bed of the Wabash & Erie Canal and the tow 
path used in the 1850°s and 1860's. 

Leaving Fort Harrison, go east on the Fort Harrison 
Road to North Thirteenth street, turn north and drive to 
the end of the pavement. Continue north on this gravel 
road and you are now traveling on the old Durkee Ferry 
Road, which led from the Wabash river ferry at Tecumseh on 
the other side to Markle's Mill. About a quarter of a 
mile from the end of the pavement, you'll find a distinct 
bend in the road. The farmhouse is now standing on the 
site where the men were buried who were killed during the 
Battle of Fort Harrison. (For the story of the "WHY" of 
this historic bend in the road, read my colum on Drummer 
Davis which appeared October 6, '57.) 

Retrace your route back to the pavement and turn east 
(left) on county road 24W. Look for the old Denny Cemetery 
on the left side of the road. The name "Denny" and the 
date 1812 are to be found on the entrance posts. The first 
one of this family to settle in Vigo County was William 
Denny, scout with Gen. William H. Harrison. 

When you reach o1d U.S. Highway 41, at the intersea. 
tion known as the "Cider Stop", drive north past Roselawn 
Cemetery until you reach Stop 20. Turn right (east) on 
41E for one mile, left one-half mile on 3N, right four. 
tenths of a mile on 49E to a marked post. To reach the old 
camping grounds of the Indians, turn left on a field lane 
at this marked post. The Norman Libberts, present owners of 
this property, will be only too happy to point out the in- 
teresting spots in this area, such as the camping site, the 


aa 
pottery hollow, Spring Creek where flint and Indian arti- 
facts are to be found, etc. 

Retrace your route beck to road 3N, turn right on road 
21E, and just after crossing the C» & E. I. Railroad tracks, 
you will see the old Ostrander homestead (contemporaries of 
the Markie family) on the right side of the road down a pri~ 
vate lane. Now the home of Joseph Wagner, it is typical of 
the log cabin which, as the family grew and became more prcse 
perous, was enlarged, weatherboarded, and converted into a 
comfortable farm home. 

Continue on this county road to old U.S. Highway 41, 
turn south (left) to North Terre Haute, and at the inter. 
section stoplight turn left (east) on Park Avenue to the 
bridgé. Here you will see the remains of the famous old 
Markle's Mill, built in 1816 and destroyed by fire in 1938. 

Across the road is the old Markle homestead, built 
about the same time as the mill by Major Abraham Markle. 
The handmade bricks were made on the property. 

Before the Civil War, Markle’s Mill was used as a Link 
in the Underground Railroad to assist fugitive slaves es- 
caping to Canada. Units of local militia drilled at the 
Mill, sometimes using cornstalks instead of guns in their 
marching. During the Civil War, Confederate prisoners were 
confined in the cellar of the Markle house in six rooms 
with iron bars on the windows. All these things are still 
to be seen with the permission of the present owner, Tom 
Larigon. 

Drive back west on Park Avenue to Fruitridge Avenue, 
and turn south past the Markle Cemetery. Here you will 
see some very early tombstones. There is a legend relating 
that the first burial in this cemetery was that of a Negro 
slave in 1815. 

Between Haythorn Avenue and the Fort Harrison Road, 
on the left side as you drive south on Fruitridge Avenue, 
you pass a two-story brick house, formerly the Myer home, 
an excellent example of an early type brick farm house 
built in 1876, the date on the front. 
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Continue on Fruitridge Avenue to its intersection 
with U.S. Highway 40 at Wabash Avenue. Here was estab- 
lished a toll-gate for travel on the old National Road 
when it was new. 

Drive south on Fruitridge Avenue and you will pass 
the little jog in the road which tells you that the route 
has become the old Riley Road. Turn right on 20E and go 
west to the Mount Pleasant Church corner. Here in this 
old cemetery are buried many of Vigo County's early 
pioneers. 

Take county road 24S to the left. Approximately one 
and one-half miles south on this road, turn left on county 
road 18E, and follow a winding blacktop and gravel road 
about two miles to the covered bridge over Honey Creek. 
Built in 1845, Irishman'’s Bridge is the last and only 
covered bridge in Vigo county, Classed as a "Modified 
Howe", it actually appears to have been a pony-truss vere 
sion of the Burr with queenpost, to which new web members 
have been added in recent years. It 1s about eighteen feet 
wide and eighty feet long. Poplar boards cover the sides 
while the floor is of oak planks. 

When the bridge was under construction a family trave 
eling west in a covered wagon stopped under its new roof 
to wait out a storm. During the night their new baby was 
born, so Irishman's Bridge is probably the only covered 
bridge with such a unique history. 

At the bridge, retrace the road back to the intersece 
tion of 24E and 24S and turn west to the left. Right after 
crossing the C.M., & St. P. Railroad tracks, turn left on 
county road 6S past the Spring Hill signal tower, and note 
the dry canal bed ruming parallel with the tracks in a 
southeasterly direction. Finally the road crosses the rail- 
road tracks and the old canal bed can be traced for several 
miles. At the intersection of 18E and 6S, see the remains 
of the Wabash & Erie Canal which is frequently filled with 
water. You can also go to Riley and turn sorth on the 
county road to see the remains of the old locks of the 
canal. Lockpert is the early name of the town of Riley. 
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Retrace the route over 6S, back to 24E and 24S, and 
take 24S back to the Mount Pleasant Church corner, where 
you head back to civilization via the old Riley Road. 

Turn north on 25th street to Poplar street, and drive west 
(left) as far as 1339 Poplar street. 

Here you see the Preston House, the oldest dwelling 
house in Terre Haute, now owned by Mrs. Natalie Preston 
Smithe This house was built over a period of three years 
(1824-1827) by Major George W. Dewees. Stones for the cone 
struction were laboriously hauled by oxesled from near 
Rockville in Parke County. Major Dewees patterned his home 
after the New Orleans style which he greatly fancied. Later 
the house was purchased by Nathaniel Preston, grandfather of 
Mrs. Smith, and since that time has been known as “Preston 
House”. 

Continue west on Poplar street to Second street, turn 
south to see the site of the birthplace of Paul Dresser at 
318 South Second street. Paul Dresser was born April 23rd, 
1859. He was the composer of the famous song, "On the Banks 
of the Wabash, Far Away", which was adopted as the state 
song of Indiana in 1913. 

Continue south on Second street to Farrington street, 
and turn right (west) into the entrance to Dresser Drive. 
Notice the large sign board erected by the Vigo County 
Historical Society indicating the new site of the Paul 
Dresser birthplace which that orgemization moved success= 
fully June 5th, 1963 from the city's clearance area, to 
save it from destruction. 

Along the winding Dresser Drive see on your right the 
Chauncey Rose Memorial Plaza, the old facade of the former 
Post Office, “planned and dedicated by the Banks of the 
Wabash Association to perpetuate the memories of those, 
who by their generous material gifts, have enlarged the 
spiritual, educational, physical and recreational life of 
this community". The climb up there is worth the effort, 
for you can enjoy a fine view of the Wabash River. _ 

At Ohio street turn east two blocks to Memorial Hell, 
the oldest business building still standing in Terre Haute. 
formerly the old State Bank, erected in 1834. Here are 
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collected many relies awd much of interest of the Civil 
War and the Spanish-American War. 

Cross the street to the Vigo County Courthouse and read 
the comerstone inscription dated 1884. Study the Soldiers 
end Sallors Monument on the northeast corner of the Courte 
house square. On this exact spot men enlisted in the Civil 
War. (War of the Rebellion). The inseriptions on the four 
sides tell the story. The four statues represent cavalry, 
infantry, navy, and artillerymen in the uniforms of the 
Civil War. Close by is the bust and monument dedicated to 
an outstanding citizen of Terre Haute, Col. Richard We 
Thompson, Secretary of the Navy in Pres. Hayes’ cabinet. 

Now that I have you safely back again to your original 
point of embarkation, you can end the tour here, but 1f you 
are not too tired, you can go on to see still a few more 
interesting historical sights. 

Drive east on Wabash Avenue to Fifth street. Here on 
the northeast corner you can see the Claude L.e Herbert Monu- 
ment and drinking fountain (for complete story on this 
memorial see my column of Septe 29th, *57). 

Continue east to Seventh street, long known as the 
"Crossroads of the World", where U.S. Highways 40 and 41 
intersect. Located on the northeast corner of this famous 
intersection is the Terre Haute House, formerly the old 
Prairie House, built in 1833 by Chauncey Rose. Enter the 
Lobby of the hotel and see the pictures of Terre Haute's 
two famous horses, Axtell on the west wall south of the 
Seventh street entrance, and Nancy Hanks on the same wall 
north of the entrance. Axteli’s record for 3-year-olds, 
2:12 in 1889, stood for seventeen years. 

Walk a few steps south on Seventh street on the west 
side and enter the Swope Art Gallery where there is always 
something of interest to see both of an historical and 
modern interest. 

Continue east on Wabash Avenue to "Early Wheels” fas- 
clinating museum of antique automobiles painstakingly re~ 
stored, bicycles and covered wagons, etc. Owned by Tony 
Hulman, omer of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, the 
transportation museum is open to the public free of charge. 


